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 The Canadian Tractor Museum:  

View from the Steel Seat 
Vintage Tractor Club 

A club for vintage tractor and 

machinery enthusiasts to get 

together. Learn new things about 

restoring tractors, see a large 

collection and make new friends 

with similar interest! 

Annual Memberships Fee:  

$50 family $40 Single 

Contact Brent Sterling  

780-349-2250 for more information 

The History 

The idea of a tractor museum 

started out as a millennium 

project. Westlock businessman Hart 

Nessler had the idea after visiting 

the Remington – Alberta carriage 

museum in Cardston. “… since there 
was already such an active group in 

The Vintage Tractor Club, the 

foundation for a museum was already 

there. A museum built around “The 
Tractor” was born.” says Nessler. 
The Foundation was turned down on 

their first try for a millennium 

grant, and told the project didn’t 
fit the criteria. Undaunted, the 

Foundation committee moved on. 

“With support from town and county 
we set out to raise $700,000. The 

land the museum sits on was leased 

by the Ag Society. Monies were also 

obtained through our MLA and 

provincial grants. In the winter of 

2001-2002 ground was broken by 

Westlock Agra Builders and we were 

on our way.” said Nessler.  

“The hard work and dedication of 

volunteers has brought our dream to 

reality. The museum stands as a 

tribute to the people of the 

Westlock area. We salute those past 

and present who’s lives have touched 
us through their hard work and 

dedication.” 

 

When the museum first opened, we had 

about fifty classic cars in the 

building as we looked for tractors. 

The members gathered a handful of 

tractors, and the tractor museum 

was born. We relied on volunteers 

to take care of the museum. The 

founding committee included 

President Hart Nessler, Vice-

President Bruce Lennon, Treasurer 

Dr. Shashi Patel, Secretary Garth 

Bancroft. Directors included: Bob 

Jackson, Gilbert Behiel, Brent 

Sterling, Bernard Wiese, Shirley 

Morie, Ken Hemeon, Albert Miller 

and Joe Rosich, Glen Kine, and Les 

Dunford.  

Today we have over 100 tractors on 

display. Our part time Executive 

Director is in the office year-

round and is able to hire two 

students to work every summer. We 

have come very far since we began. 

The Formal Board includes President 

Art Purdy, Vice-President Brent 

Sterling Treasurer/Secretary 

Annette Schwab. Directors include: 

Garry Wood, Henry Goller, Ernie 

Wood, Fred Slobodian (County of 

Westlock Councillor) and Randy Wold 

(Town of Westlock Councillor).  

Some of our volunteers who come to 

meetings includes: Rod McFarlane, 

Phil Colbourne, Keith Sterling, 

Otto Schaab, Vic Riopel and our 

newest member, Braden Anderson. 

How we are protecting against 
COVID-19 

Many precautions are being taken at 

the Canadian Tractor Museum to 

prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

Extra cleaning daily, maximum of 15 

guests in the building at a time and 

physical distancing are just a few 

of the measures we are taking to 

ensure guests are safe. We want to 

keep you safe but also happy. Stop 

by the museum anytime, no 

appointment necessary! 
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Classified Ads 

 

 

Massey Harris 44 Special D with 

loader: she’s an oldie but a 
goodie. Still runs are we used this 

tractor to feed until this year. 

Asking $2500 or best offer.  

If interested call or text Rodney 

at 780-689-1331 

 

In Search Of: 

John Williams is looking for 

canvas’s and rollers for his 
McCormick Binder with a 7 ft 

platform. Call (780) 939-6967 

Call 780-349-3353 or email 

canadiantractormuseum@telus.net 

to get your ad on the newsletter 

 Go Paperless 

Get your copy of the Steel Seat 

Advocate by email. Give the  

Canadian Tractor Museum a call 

at (780) 349-3353 or email 

canadiantractormuseum@telus.net 

to let us know you’d like to 

make the switch. 

Fordson F Headed Home 

A while back, we received an email 

from a man in British Columbia who 

was looking for a Fordson F to be 

donated to the Mennonite Heritage 

Museum in Abbotsford, BC. Rod 

McFarlane, one of the museums 

volunteers, accepted the task of 

getting everything organized. He 

asked if the museum was a credited 

museum and open to public, which 

they are. The Board agreed to the 

transfer, and arrangements were 

made.  

On June 15, we had the honour of 

meeting Rick Stanley, a volunteer 

from Abbotsford who offered to pick 

up the tractor. Rod, Braden and 

myself loaded the tractor; we first 

tried to use the John Deere 420, but 

the Fordson was to heavy to push. We 

ended up using the Belarus to push 

it onto the trailer. Rick has a 

laugh when I was steering the 

Fordson onto the trailer, I must 

have looked a little nervous!  

While Rod was taking pictures on the 

tractor on the trailer, he noticed 

a dealership sticker indicating it 

was originally sold in a small town 

near Abbotsford! It warms our heart 

here at the Canadian Tractor Museum 

to know that the Fordson was being 

returned home. Thank you Rod for 

being so welcoming and hosting our 

guest.  

 
On the left is Rod McFarlane and Rick Stanley 

from Abbotsford, BC. 

 

A few words (or three) from 
the editor  

Thanks for taking the time to read 

our first newsletter! Allow me to 

introduce myself. My name is 

Jenelle, this is my second summer 

working at the museum; this summer 

I took the position of 

Administration Assistant. I’m 
currently taking Business 

Administration and majoring in 

Management at NAIT. This position 

allows me to practice what I have 

learnt so far in college, and I am 

so grateful!  

My parents have a farm in Barrhead 

where I developed my love for 

farming. Although, I never knew how 

much I needed antique tractors in 

my life until I started at this 

job. Not only is the history of the 

tractor companies interesting, but 

the history of the tractor itself 

is also a great story. Every farmer 

had a different use for their 

tractors: operating a sawmill, or 

even working dirt. My favourite 

part of this job is hearing 

everyone’s unique stories.  

I have a 1949 John Deere Model D 

that I would be honoured to share 

with you one day.  

Now, I want to mention that this 

newsletter is for you! If you have 

anything you would like to see, 

have a story you’d like to share, 
please let me know by phoning the 

museum 780-349-5535 or email 

canadiantractormuseum@telus.net 

Next month, I would like to 

dedicate the Steel Seat Advocate to 

Albert Miller. If you have any 

memories of Albert, I would love to 

hear them for the newsletter! 

 


