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Albert Miller:  
The John Deere Connoisseur 

  
Albert Miller was a founding 

member of the Vintage Tractor Club 

and Canadian Tractor Museum. He was 

well known for his large tractor 

collection. As a part of his 

collection, he tried to acquire every 

year of the John Deere Model D.  

In 1945, his mom and step-dad helped 

him and his brother, Alex, purchase 

their first tractor, a 1943 Case VA. 

Throughout the years, they also 

purchased a 1953/54 Minneapolis 

Moline, 1941 Farmall MD and 1961 

International 660. Their step dad 

helped them farm for many years. In 

the 1960’s, the Miller brothers 
bought his share of the family farm, 

along with a few more quarters. 

Around 1955, Alex and Albert bought a 

Cat and started a construction 

business, A. Miller Construction Ltd.  

Albert maintained the construction 

business, while Alex stayed at home 

with his wife and cared for the farm.  

In the beginning of 1960, the John 

Deere Dealership was going through a 

hard time because of competition. 

Massey Harris in Vega was selling 

equipment at wholesale price. Even 

Albert and Alex bought the farm 

combines there. In 1964, with help 

from their two uncles, Andrew Van 

Nieuvenhuyse and George Uta, they sold 

A. Miller Construction Ltd.  and 

purchased the John Deere Dealership,  

 

then known as A. Miller Farm 

Equipment. Shortly after, Massey 

Harris in Vega went out of business. 

Around this time, Albert acquired a 

taste for classic tractors. Working 

at the dealership allowed him access 

to many cool tractors, such as the 

Spoker Model D that is currently in 

the museum.  

When they bought the dealership, they 

decided to trade their red tractors 

for green. Albert kept track of who 

owned his four red tractors 

throughout the years and bought them 

back at a later date.  

Albert and Alex’s uncles had helped 
them with personal guarantee of the 

dealership. Business excelled, and 

they built a service station in 

Barrhead. A salesman would travel 

from Westlock whenever necessary.  

Alex states that it was the 

dedication of the staff that helped 

these two companies become 

successful. 

Albert’s collection began in the 

80’s. He worked on a few tractors a 
year and over time dedicated more and 

more time towards fixing up tractors. 

At the time of his passing, he had a 

collection of 61   fully restored 

tractors, 35 unrestored tractors and 

numerous implements and parts 

tractors.  

 

In 1992, Albert formed the Vintage 

Tractor Club. It is a club for 

members to gather and talk about 

machinery, learn restoration tips 

and tricks, and meet new people. 

The club had an amazing group of 

people that came up with the idea 

of a tractor museum, a place where 

their legacy could be shared. 

Albert donated so many tractors in 

the beginning that he asked we put 

“property of museum” instead of 

“donated by…” because he didn’t 
want his name to appear quite so 

much. We currently have 29 of 

Albert’s tractors in the museum. 

Alex had used a McCormick W4 around 

the farm, which he gave to Albert 

to restore. This tractor is also 

currently sitting in the museum.  

 

How we are protecting against 
COVID-19 

Many precautions are being taken 

at the Canadian Tractor Museum to 

prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

Extra cleaning daily, maximum of 

15 guests in the building at a time 

and physical distancing are just a 

few of the measures we are taking 

to ensure guests are safe. We want 

to keep you safe but also happy. 

Stop by the museum anytime, no 

appointment necessary! 
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Used tractor tires for sale, in 

good condition: 

2 small (38 x 10) tires for $20. 

2 large (50 x 16) tires for $100. 

If you are interested in purchasing 

these tires, you can contact Herb 

Ziemmer at 780-305-8522. 

Call 780-349-3353 or email 

canadiantractormuseum@telus.net 

to get your ad on the newsletter 

Go Paperless 

Get your copy of the Steel Seat 

Advocate by email. Give the  

Canadian Tractor Museum a call 

at (780) 349-3353 or email 

canadiantractormuseum@telus.net 

to let us know you’d like to 

make the switch. 

 

Vintage Tractor Club 

A club for vintage tractor and 

machinery enthusiasts to get 

together. Learn new things about 

restoring tractors, see a large 

collection and make new friends 

with similar interest! 

Annual Memberships Fee:  

$50 family $40 Single 

Contact Brent Sterling  

780-349-2250 for more information 

A few words (or three) from 
the editor  

As some may know, the Canadian 

Tractor Museum will be receiving 

much of Albert’s collection. 

Unfortunately, as we await a more 

in-depth plan, we are not able to 

share much more information right 

now. We will need volunteer help; we 

just need a plan first!  

Once again, thank you for reading 

the newsletter. I absolutely loved 

writing this one. When Rod and I 

went to Albert`s farm to take 

inventory of all the tractors, we 

ran into Alex. It was very nice of 

him to tell me his stories of Albert 

and also nice meeting with him 

again.  

I met Albert last summer, I had a 

little fangirl moment when he walked 

into the museum because I had heard 

many wonderful stories of him. My 

John Deere D needed a new rad and of 

course he had a couple laying 

around. We went out to his farm and 

he showed us around. There was one 

D he wanted to show us but couldn’t 
find it; as it turns out it was in 

the museum. He came by a few days 

afterwards and said “I found it, I 
guess it was here the entire time” 
with a small smile. I couldn’t help 
but laugh. He had so many tractors 

that he couldn’t keep track anymore. 

Albert has been deeply missed at the 

museum; he was very knowledgeable 

and I wish I could have learned more 
from him.  

“Those we love can never be more 
than a thought away, for as long as 

there’s a memory they live in our 
hearts to stay” 

- Author unknown  

 

 
Albert and Alex had gotten the Case VA so stuck, they had 

to get the Clydesdale to pull it out. 

 

Photos of A. Miller Farm Equipment in the 60’s. 

 

Alex and Albert at Millwest Farms. 

 

Alex and Albert farming with the antiques. 


