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Women in Agriculture 

  

 

 distinguished from farm work. Farm 

women housed, fed, and cleaned up 

after hired helpers. In the days 

before combines, a farm woman who 

fed the threshing crew, often with 

the help of neighbouring women 

working in an informal labour-

exchange system, reduced the per 

bushel costs of threshing. Even 

farm women who did not work in the 

fields or feed hired help had to 

arrange their work around the daily 

and seasonal demands of the farm. 

Farmyard work, routine for women 

until 1945, consisted of planting 

and tending the vegetable gardens, 

raising chicken for meat or eggs, 

milking a few cows, separating the 

cream, and churning the butter. In 

many farm homes these products 

served family needs as well as 

provided a surplus for trade at the 

nearest store. While the income 

from these commodities was 

relatively small, it was a reliable 

source of cash when the field crops 

failed or when crop prices were low. 

Husbands perceived that women had 

more leisure time and so it often 

fell on them to supplement the 

family income. Cream cheques and 

other financial ventures like 

selling produce, teaching school, 

raising chickens and sheep helped 

the household survive.  

The cream cheque covered 

everything. That was the bank 

account. Lots of times, that was the 

only money they had.  

 

Women tended to have more children to 

who then found employment on larger 

farms. Big farms required a lot of 

labour and the availability of 

inexpensive land were contributing 

factors. With larger families, women 

had more housework and greater need 

for home gardens and poultry and dairy 

products, but they are also more hands 

to help with the workload. 

“On a typical day you’d go to bed 

around eleven-thirty, twelve o’clock, 

you’d get up at four, and you go out 

and help harness the horses, you 

milked the cows, get breakfast, 

strain the milk and put it away. Wash 

up your dishes, feed your chickens and 

slop the pigs. If there was any time 

left, you would start preparing for 

the following wash day. Maybe carry 

your water, or melt snow, get your 

washboard and your tub, wasn’t many 

times id fool around.” 

Women’s work made an essential 

contribution. Many marriages wear 

born of necessity. There were darn few 

marriages of love out here among these 

early beginners. A man could not work 

out in the field all day and then come 

in and start boiling the beans- it did 

not work. You realize that washing 

clothes was almost a two-day 

operation in the wintertime. Just 

running the household was a full-time 

job, so you went out looking for a 

woman and you went out fast.  

“I do not think I have ever heard of 

a homestead wife tell how much she 

loved her husband. That was not part… 

 

Women whose husbands were involved in 

agriculture has no occupations, women 

were often the backbone of the family 

economy and played key roles in 

building their communities.  

What women brought to the marriage 

influence the success, and sometimes 

failure, of the partnership. They 

were neither as frail nor as 

frightened as they have sometimes 

been portrayed.  

The first women farmers grew corn, 

beans, and other crops. They tended 

gardens and controlled the 

distribution of the crops. Usually, 

with the husbands and children, the 

women provided labour and management 

skills for field crops as well as 

small, stable income from barnyard 

and garden surpluses, also know as 

the cream cheque.  

Women’s work in the wheat fields was 

necessary during the early years of 

settlement. Women plowed, planted, 

shocked, and pitched wheat bundles, 

hoed sugar beets, made hay and hauled 

rocks out of the fields. Rarely did 

women have the opportunity to operate 

early threshing machinery, but they 

did operate tractors and trucks as 

soon as those machines became common. 

Some women preferred fieldwork to 

housework, but others were glad to 

have their growing children take over 

in the fields so that they could 

return to the house, where they 

generally asserted authority.  

Housework, however, cannot be 

distinguished    
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Classified Ads 

 

Schmatz Auctions Sale  

November 7th, 2020  

Including rare cross motor Case 

tractor, & approximately 12 other 

vintage restored tractors & trucks! 
 

Dennis Bomersback is looking for a 

Ford 9N emblem and lights. If  

780-799-2131 
 

Braden Anderson is looking for 

anything with a small engine, running 

or not (lawnmowers, quads etc.)  

780-307-7908 

Call 780-349-3353 or email 

canadiantractormuseum@telus.net 

to get your ad on the newsletter 

…of it, it was survival.” Despite the 

hardship, many women loved the land 

and took time to appreciate it. Women 

had to be strong and resilient, and 

most did more than their part. 

In 1900 farming ranked sixth in a 

national list of employment for 

women. After World War I the extension 

service encouraged women to give up 

farm work and concentrate on 

housework and childcare. After World 

War II, many women were called to work 

in war effort. As a result, after the 

war, they sought off farm work. In 

recent years there is a trend toward 

women becoming actively involved in 

farming once again.  

 

A few words (or three) from 

the editor  

I was talking to one of the 

volunteers when he was helping the 

Vintage Tractor Club thresh grain. 

He asked if I could write a story 

on the roles of women in the early 

farm industry. I did not touch on 

what women made for meals, but I 

heard the typical meal on the farm 

was exquisite. Thanks, Herb, for the 

idea this month!  

What is the saying… behind every 

great man is a woman rolling her 

eyes? I’m not sure. Men have always 

been great at doing the tough, hard 

work. And the ladies have small, 

dainty hands to help that man grab 

the fallen 10 mm socket that somehow 

didn’t hit the ground. The perfect 

team. 

Now, as the second wave of COVID 

comes at us, I would like to take 

the time to remind you of simple 

things we can do to stay safe. Wash 

or sanitize your hands before and 

after entering a public building, 

try not to touch your face or ears, 

and wear a mask when social 

distancing is not possible. Thank 

you to everyone for all their hard 

work so far. We have all made many 

compromises that should not go 

unnoticed!  

Farm Jokes 

Why did the cow jump over the moon? 

The farmer had cold hands. 

Why did the farmer call his pig 

“Ink”? 

Because it was always running out 

of the pen. 

What do you call cattle with a sense 

of humor? 

Laughing stock. 

 

 

 

Go Paperless 

Get your copy of the Steel Seat 

Advocate by email. Give the  

Canadian Tractor Museum a call 

at (780) 349-3353 or email 

canadiantractormuseum@telus.net 

to let us know you would like to 

make the switch. 

COVID Update 

Masks are mandatory in the museum 

with the new bylaw, we have masks 

available for our guests. Arrows have 

been placed on the floor for proper 

social distancing and we are waiting 

for our automatic hand sanitizer 

dispenser in the mail!  

Canadian Tractor Museum 
 

We have memberships available for 

purchase at the museum.  

$10 for annual or $100 for lifetime.  

With a membership, you have free 

access to the museum and all our 

amenities and will receive the 

newsletter by email or mail. 
 

Our next board meeting is 

Wednesday, November 4
th
 at 2:00 p.m. 

 

What’s New at the  

Canadian Tractor Museum 
The Stationary Engine Display 

Building is full of engines and our 

mezzanine is empty! We are busy 

organizing the engines and making 

interpretation signs.  

We are looking for restored garden 

equipment (garden tractors, lawn 

mowers, rototillers etc.) for the 

mezzanine. If you have one you would 

like to display, contact the museum 

for more information.  

Masks are mandatory inside the 

building.  

Vintage Tractor Club 
 

Next Meeting – 

Wednesday, November 11
th
 at 7:00 p.m. 

Annual Memberships Fee: 

$50 family $40 single 

Contact Brent Sterling for more 

information 

780-349-2250 


