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Farmers Focus on Christmas 

 

  

They may only be open for one month a 

year, but tree farmers work all year 

to make Christmas pay, like Henri and 

Aline O’Reilly in Moose Jaw. 

Unlike most farmers, these tree 

farmers make their customers harvest 

the crop.  

“Christmas trees are an experience 

rather than a commodity. That is what 

we sell, the experience of people 

getting their trees.” Said Henri 

O’Reilly.   

Alaine said the experience of cutting 

the tree by swede saw and hauling it 

back to the store on a sleigh is a 

family event and has already become a 

tradition for many of their customers.  

She operates the farm’s store, where 

the customers can enjoy hot chocolate 

and sugar cookies, buy gifts and 

popcorn to feed the seven reindeer 

while waiting for Henri, or one of the 

seasonal staff, to shake the loose 

needles from the trees.  

The two tree shakers that automate 

needle removal and the twenty tree 

sleds made from discarded downhill 

skis were designed and built by Henri.  

The tree farm is a second career for 

the couple, who grew up in the 

ranching country of Saskatchewan’s 

southwest.  

“We both worked in education and once 

our own kids were older, we knew we 

could retire from that career and do 

something that involved farming.  

And here we are.”  

The O’Reilly’s farm, like most 

agricultural businesses, has 

had its setbacks and learning 

experiences.  

“We planted Russian wild rye 

along with the first crop of 

trees. We wanted to be 

environmentally sensitive. 

Control wind erosion.” Said 

Henri.  

“When I Rounduped the whole 

thing two years later, I was of 

the opinion that health grass 

doesn’t mean healthy trees.”  

Gylphosate remains a staple for 

weed control within the 

plantation’s 12,000 trees. 

Originally, they planted Scots 

pine but have been replacing 

them with balsam firs that done 

require fall “dye jobs” to 

ensure a green colour for 

Christmas.  

The Scots pines also tend to 

shift their shallow roots in 

the strong prairie wind, 

causing the trees to try to 

straighten themselves through 

new growth. The result is 

crooked trunks. Balsams also 

have a wider seasonal window 

for pruning, reducing the 

workload pressure during the 

summer.  

The balsams take an additional 

two to three years more than 

the 10-year maturity of the 

Scots pines, but the couple say 

the balsams will more than make 

up for the extra time through  

less work. 

Drip irrigation from the 

couple’s two large dugouts 

provides water to the dryland 

farm.  

Two-inch main line feeds one-

inch manifolds that, in turn, 

feed smaller irrigation lines 

that send six gallons of water 

weekly to the trees.  

“we lose a few to disease and 

insects and some to other 

causes, but we are continually 

planting more than we harvest,” 

he said of the 1,200 new 

seedlings they put in the soil 

each year.  

Summers are spent tending to 

the newest seedlings and 

pruning.  

The trees require basal pruning 

to ensure a clear trunk and 

shearing to create the 

traditional Christmas tree 

shape and develop buds that 

fill in the plant near the main 

stem.  

“We are open from the last 

weekend in November until 

December 23 each year, but the 

work goes on all year.”  
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Classified Ads 

 

Contact anyone in the office at 

780-349-3353 or 

canadiantractormuseum@telus.net to 

get your classified ad in our 

newsletter. 

Call 780-349-3353 or email 

canadiantractormuseum@telus.net 

to get your ad on the newsletter 

Vintage Tractor Club 

The next two meetings have been 

canceled due to COVID-19 

Annual Membership Fee: 

$50 family $40 single 

Contact Brent Sterling for more 

information  

780-349-2250 

 

A few words (or three) from 

the editor  

I heard a story recently about a 

family who grew their Christmas tree 

over night.  

Together as a family, they would go 

out into the forest and each kid 

would grab a pinecone. They would 

plant their pinecones in dirt and 

then go to bed for the night. When 

they woke up, in their living room 

they would find a full-grown 

Christmas tree! The family spent the 

day decorating their newly grown 

tree.  

This story made my heart warm, so I 

had to share, a non-traditional 

tradition.  

Did you know that decorating 

Christmas trees date back to Germany 

in the Middle Ages? The first known 

Christmas tree lot was opened in 

1851. Most people today use 

artificial trees opposed to real. 

For many families, cutting down the 

Christmas tree is their tradition. 

What is a tradition you and your 

family have?   

Christmas sure will be different, 

just like everything else about this 

year. You may not be able to visit 

your family members, but we can 

focus our time enjoying the company 

of those around us. We are all in 

the same boat, your neighbours may 

be up for a social distanced visit.  

From our family to yours, we wish 

you a glittery, sparkly, joyous 

Christmas. May you feel warmth of 

your family’s love; and may 

peace and hope fill your life 

throughout the year.  

Merry Christmas from the Canadian 

Tractor Museum! 

 

Canadian Tractor Museum 
 

Next board meeting - 

Wednesday, December 2 at 2:00 p.m. 

We have memberships available for 

purchase at the museum. 

$10 for annual or $100 for lifetime. 

With a membership, you have free access 

to the museum and all our amenities and 

will receive the newsletter by email or 

mail. 

 

What’s New at the  

Canadian Tractor Museum 
 

Our Stationary Engine Building is 

finally done! Huge thank you goes out to 

all the volunteers involved in this 

project, we could not of have done it 

without you!  

We are looking for restored garden 

equipment (garden tractors, lawn 

mowers, rototillers etc.) for the 

mezzanine. If you have one you would 

like to display, contact the museum for 

more information.   

 

COVID Update 

Masks are mandatory in the museum with 

the new bylaw, we have masks available 

for our guests. Arrows have been 

placed on the floor for proper social 

distancing. A new hand sanitizer 

station has been placed at the front 

door.  

 

Farm Jokes 
A Texan farmer goes to Australia for 

a vacation and while he’s there he 

meets an Aussie farmer. 

They get talking and the Aussie 

farmer shows off his big wheat field. 

The Texan is unimpressed and says, 

“We have wheat fields that are at 

least twice as large as that.” 

They walk around the ranch a little 

more, and then the Aussie shows off 

his herd of cattle. 

The Texan is again unimpressed and 

says, “We have longhorns that are at 

least twice as large as your cows.” 

They carry on walking around the 

ranch when the Texan sees a group of 

kangaroos hopping through the field. 

He asks the Aussie, “And what are 

those?” 

The Aussie replies, “Don’t you have 

any grasshoppers in Texas?” 

 

Go Paperless 

Get your copy of the Steel Seat 

Advocate by email. Give the  

Canadian Tractor Museum a call 

at (780) 349-3353 or email 

canadiantractormuseum@telus.net 

to let us know you’d like to 

make the switch. 


